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September 17, 2019 
 

Jefferson Parish Ethics & Compliance Commission    
c/o Mr. Jerry Sullivan, Esq. 
Leefe, Gibbs, Sullivan & Dupre, LLC 
3900 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 1470 
Metairie, LA 70002 
 

RE:   Complaint against Inspector General David McClintock for excessive 
spending 

 
Dear Members of the Ethics and Compliance Commission: 
 
On August 21, 2019, President Yenni appeared before the Ethics & Compliance 
Commission (ECC).  During his appearance, President Yenni complained of expenditures 
made under my authority as Inspector General and announced his intention to investigate 
and/or that he was investigating the Office of Inspector General.  Parish President Yenni 
then directly handed me a “policy” that was “effective immediately” and announced his 
intention to deprive the JPOIG of its current manner and method of access to records and 
information pursuant to the authority granted this office under local and state law. 
 
On August 23, 2019, I received a copy of a letter dated August 21, 2019 from Parish 
President Mike Yenni which was addressed to the Jefferson Parish Ethics & Compliance 
Commission regarding “Complaint against Inspector General David McClintock for 
excessive spending.” The complaint is based in summary on the following:  
 

1. That the JPOIG was offered “free office space by Councilman Templet” prior to 
leasing office space at 5401 Jefferson Hwy.; 

2. That 5401 Jefferson Hwy. was renovated at a cost of $138,615, and “the costs of 
these renovations would be spread over a base rent amount and paid off over the 
lifetime of the lease;” 

3. That the JPOIG spent $13,122.24 and $3,285.00 on installation of carpeting and 
flooring and sound masking system, respectively, “bringing the renovation total to 
$155,022.24.” 

4. That the Inspector General met with Director of General Services Anthony 
Francis and was offered “suitable” office space on Hessmer Avenue which had 
been vacated by the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s office at “no expense to the OIG;” 

5. That “even though the OIG is welcome to use any Parish-owned building,” the 
JPOIG moved to 990 N. Corporate; 
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6.  That the JPOIG signed a seven year lease which expires on December 31, 2026, 
“long after the millage which funds the Inspector General’s office is set to expire 
in 2021.” 

Each of the above allegations regarding expenditures made by the JPOIG will be 
separately addressed.  In responding to these allegations, I will begin with background 
information which includes relevant events and circumstances that existed at the time and 
thus provides necessary context. Events and circumstances set out in the background 
precedes Parish President Yenni’s Administration, so he would have no first- hand 
knowledge. However, certain directors within the Parish, such as General Services 
Director Anthony Frances and Finance Director Tim Palmatier, should recall.  
 

Background 
 
I came to Jefferson Parish in March of 2013 to serve as its first Inspector General having 
served as the Inspector General of Baltimore City.  While serving as the Inspector 
General of Baltimore City, I was provided office space at City Hall, had full access to all 
city property, and the full cooperation of the Administration and the City Solicitor’s 
office. 
 
Based upon the aforementioned experience, I came to Jefferson Parish expecting similar 
support, i.e. that appropriate professional space would be provided for JPOIG operations 
in a Parish facility and that reasonable cooperation and assistance, as needed, would be 
forthcoming from the Parish. Indeed, the Parish should have understood, at least as well 
as I did, that starting a new office of inspector general would require provisioning of 
office space.  The Parish Code of Ordinances specifically provides that the JPOIG could 
not be situated in the Yenni or GGB buildings.   
 
Soon after arriving, I learned that the Parish had not planned in the preceding year to 
provide space for the JPOIG nor were there any plans to do so. I sought after and 
requested guidance from the Parish Attorney, the Director of General Services, and other 
departments.  Some assistance was provided by way of offering a temporary office in the 
East bank library building, and some guidance was provided on the process for obtaining 
outside office space. During an early meeting, Councilman Templet suggested that I 
consider a building on the West bank that had been purchased for an animal shelter and 
later determined to be unsuitable for that purpose. I viewed the building and determined it 
was not suitable for an office of inspector general. The building remains vacant to this 
day will be discussed in more detail below.  
 
While some assistance and guidance were given on certain subjects, I was in large part, 
left to traverse issues critical to locating, assessing and securing office space to house this 
new office without active, much less pro-active, administrative support from the Parish. 
 

1. JPOIG Was Not Offered “Free Space”  
Parish Budget Assumed “Facilities Costs”  

 
According to Parish President Yenni, I “was offered free office space by Councilman 
Templet,” but I opted to lease property at 5401 Jefferson Highway instead.  
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“Free space” is understood to mean that space was offered at no cost to the JPOIG.  An 
offer of “free space” has never been communicated to me at any time prior or despite 
statements made by Parish President Yenni and Director of Finance Tim Palmatier during 
the August 21, 2019 meeting of the ECC.  
 
Thus, no offer of “free space” was communicated to me prior to September 2013, when I 
signed a lease for permanent office space.  On March 21, 2013, I was provided a “Copy 
of Inspector General 2013 Budget,” which was prepared by the Jefferson Parish Budget 
Department under the supervision of Finance Director Tim Palmatier. The proposed 
budget reflected assumed costs which predate my arrival in Jefferson Parish, and include 
anticipated “Facilities Costs” of $60,000 for the JPOIG and ECC. 1  As such it is clear 
that that “free space” was not contemplated as part of the Parish’s planned budget for the 
JPOIG and ECC contrary to Parish President Yenni’s beliefs and the merits of his 
complaint.  
 
After arriving in Jefferson Parish, I made an effort to meet the Parish President and 
members of the Parish Council.  With each meeting, I expressed specific and anticipated 
needs to stand-up an office of inspector general.  As I recall, the below opportunities for 
office space were a result of my communicating specific needs during meetings with 
Councilmembers.  
 

a. Proposed Animal Shelter Building for JPOIG 
Stand-Alone Building on Wright Avenue, Terrytown 

 
After meeting Councilman Templet, I learned of a Parish building in his district which 
had been acquired for the Animal Shelter, but was deemed unsuitable for this intended 
purpose.  On May 3, 2013, I emailed Councilman Templet inquiring about the building 
writing that “I also wanted to move forward with a visit to the property that was 
mentioned as possible office space.”2 
 
While Councilman Templet related to me that the building was vacant, he did not 
communicate that it would be made available to the JPOIG at no cost to the JPOIG 
budget. Further, neither Councilman Templet’s office nor anyone from the Parish 
Administration offered to meet and discuss associated costs for making the space suitable 
for JPOIG operations, ongoing costs of maintaining the exterior structure, ongoing costs 
of maintaining exterior space and costs for needed and ongoing repairs.  
 
Still, I pursued communications with Councilman Templet regarding the space until such 
time as he was able to arrange a viewing.   
 

                                                            
1 Attachment #1, Email Fr Antoinette Scott, Budget Director, to David McClintock dated 03/21/2013. 
2 Attachment #2, Email Fr David McClintock to Councilman Ricky Templet dated 05/03/2013. See also 
attachment to Parish President Yenni’s complaint.  
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After viewing the building and considering the cost of potential build-out, needed repairs 
and ongoing upkeep of a stand-alone facility, I concluded that locating the JPOIG offices 
there was neither fiscally responsible nor operationally realistic.   
 
The Parish still owns the building which remains vacant and in need of repair.  
 

b. Referral To Commercial Space  
 
About this same time, I would have met Councilwoman Cynthia Lee-Sheng. On May 14, 
2013, I received an email from Troy Tomasella of Regus who wrote: 
 

Cynthia Lee Cheng gave me your contact information and said that you 
may need office space.  I am the General Manger of Regus in Metairie and 
we have a brand new office facility with 70 fully furnished offices, 2 
conference rooms, a coffee bar, 2 receptionist, video conferencing and 
more.  Whether you need temporary office space until your permanent 
space is available or if you need long term space, I can accommodate 
you… 3 

 
The Regus managed space in question was in the Galleria complex. I toured the office 
space. It featured smaller spaces occupied by individuals and small groups from various 
companies who would be seated in close proximity and utilize shared common spaces. I 
determined the space to be unsuitable or inconsistent with inspector general operations 
because of confidentiality and security.  

                                                            
3 Attachment #3, Email Fr Troy Tomasella to David McClintock dated 03/14/2013. 
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It was also at or about this time that I concluded, based in part on the actions or inactions 
of the Parish, that an independent course of action would be necessary to secure 
appropriate, professional office space at a competitive price for the JPOIG’s offices.  
 
Parish President Yenni’s statement that I was offered “free office space” is patently false. 
To state that any possible space presented at this time could have been understood by me 
as “free,” I would have had to make assumptions for which there was no support, not then 
and not now was I offered free space. To the contrary, none of the aforementioned 
“opportunities” were ever represented as “free space”.  Two Councilmembers responded 
to my efforts to secure office space. One Councilmember relayed the availability of a 
vacant building, which I believed then and believe today, would have resulted in 
substantial cost to the JPOIG budget, and one referred my contact information to a 
commercial real estate professional. No one from the Parish, the Parish Administration or 
Parish Council, ever communicated that the JPOIG could or would be provided “free 
office space.”  
 

2. Jefferson Business Center (“JBC”) Proposed  
Newly-Built Out Lease Space at 5401 Jefferson Highway 

 
Parish President Yenni complains that the JPOIG renovated 5401 Jefferson Hwy at a cost 
of $138,615.  President Yenni also notes that the JPOIG executed the lease for 5401 
Jefferson Highway prior to the renovations having been completed. Both statements are 
either false or materially inaccurate due to a failure to provide relevant facts. 
 
A five (5) year lease was entered into with the Jefferson Business Center (JBC) for space 
at 5401 Jefferson Highway at a rate of $19.50 per square foot only after engaging in a 
Solicitation process and a Request for Proposals process. Space was sought and secured 
under terms and conditions that the building owner would be responsible for the cost of 
maintenance and improvements.  
 
The JPOIG did not spend $138,615 to renovate property contrary to Parish President 
Yenni’s representation. It appears that Parish President Yenni obtained JBC’s permit 
documents. The amount appears to represent money spent by JBC to improve its property 
at 5401 Jefferson Highway for occupancy by the JPOIG. If the sum referenced by Parish 
President Yenni is what the JBC spent to improve the space, then JBC chose to improve 
its property at that cost. The expenses were not disclosed to me. 
 

a. Solicitation and Request for Proposal Process 
Having been in the Parish for two months and accepting that the Parish had not planned 
for the needs of a new office of inspector general, I contacted the Louisiana Board of 
Realtors for referrals to local experts to guide a solicitation process for obtaining office 
space.  
 
After interviewing several local realtors the services of Steven R. Reisig of SRSA 
Commercial Real Estate, Inc. were retained.4 Under the terms of the engagement, Mr. 

                                                            
4 Attachment #4, Affidavit of Steven R. Reisig, with exhibits, dated 08/28/2019.   
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Reisig agreed to solicit and analyze sites and proposals and to assist in lease 
negotiations.5 

  
Mr. Reisig developed a “Solicitation of Proposals for Office Space for the Office of 
Inspector General in Jefferson” which incorporated what I assessed to be adequate, 
suitable, professional space for standing up an office of inspector general.6  
 
The solicitation outlined location boundaries within the Parish, the usable area of floor 
space required, the desired occupancy dates, the desired lease term, the landlord 
improvements, the desired inclusion of utilities and janitorial services, the desired 
minimum parking spaces required and the required submission dates. The solicitation was 
sent by electronic mail to all agents representing property owners with available space in 
Jefferson Parish via the Louisiana Commercial Database (LACDB).  
 
The solicitation produced thirteen (13) possible properties for the JPOIG office space. I 
toured the properties and considered each of the proposals based upon location, 
suitability of available office space, terms and cost.7  The properties leased for as low as 
$10.00, “net/net/net,” meaning all operating expenses and taxes would be paid by the 
JPOIG in addition to rent, and as high as $19.50, as is/minimal improvements.  
 
Subsequently, Mr. Reisig developed a detailed Request for Proposals which was sent to 
properties identified as possible locations based on the advertised solicitation.8 It was my 
understanding, and is now my experience, that the Request for Proposal, and terms 
therein, are standard for commercial real estate practice in Louisiana. These terms 
included the following: 
 

“JPOIG will require the Landlord at its expense to provide a “turn-key” 
office build out that includes a Reception / Waiting Room, Large 
Conference Room, 2 interview Rooms, 4 private offices, kitchen, area for 
2 cubicle workstations, a file room, 3 secure storage Rooms, copy Room 
and a server room.” 

 
As a result of the Request for Proposal process, two buildings were identified:  

(1) 5401 Jefferson Highway and  

(2) (2) 3636 S. I-10 Service Road, Metairie, LA.  Mr. Reisig prepared a side-by-side 
comparison of each property’s proposals.9 Both properties leased space for $19.50 
per square foot. 

 

 

                                                            
5 Attachment #4, Affidavit of Steven R. Reisig, Exhibit A.  
6 Attachment #4, Affidavit of Steven R. Reisig, Exhibit B. 
7 Attachment #4, Affidavit of Steven R. Reisig, Exhibit C. 
8 Attachment #4, Affidavit of Steven R. Reisig, Exhibit D. 
9 Attachment #4, Affidavit of Steven R. Reisig, Exhibit E. 
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b. Lease with Jefferson Business Center 
5401 Jefferson Highway 

 
The final Request for Proposal for space at 5401 Jefferson Highway submitted by the 
Jefferson Business Center (JBC) included new build out costs of up to $100,000, video 
surveillance, and card key access.  For the same price of $19.50 per square foot, 3636 S. 

I-10 Service Road’s proposal did not include these. The space at 5401 Jefferson Highway 
also offered a back-up generator and direct access.  This further distinguished the 
property at 5401 Jefferson Highway from other proposals.  
 
The lease for 5401 Jefferson Highway was for $6750 per month, at a rate of $19.50 per 
square foot, with a 61 month term, and one month free. In September 2013, the JPOIG 
paid an initial deposit of $6750.  As part of the agreed upon terms, and pending the build-
out of permanent space, the JBC agreed to do what the Parish had not done in six months 
since my arrival in Jefferson Parish:  

 Provide temporary office space for JPOIG operations and staff at no cost for one 
month; and   

 Provide furnished offices and storage space at no cost.  
 
The build-out took longer than the JBC estimated. As a result, JBC and I agreed upon 
amended terms, “Amendment No. 1.” JPOIG occupied temporary space for 5 months, 
from September 1, 2013 through January 2013, at no cost. The JPOIG began paying pro-
rated rent, based on square footage actually occupied, in February 2014; however, 
furnishings were provided at no cost until such time as the permanent space was 
complete.  
 
The JPOIG began paying the agreed upon monthly rents in June of 2014.  The lease 
expired on its own terms in September 2018. The below table shows the value of the 
executed lease, and actual lease payments made by the JPOIG under terms and 
conditions, as amended.   
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Summary of Lease Terms and Payments 
5401 Jefferson Highway

Period  
Occupied 

Lease Terms Lease Payments 
(Anticipated) 

Lease Terms 
(Amended) 

Lease Payments 
(Actual) 

09/2013- 
01/2014 

$6,750.00/month   
(5 months) 

$33,750.00 $6750/deposit $6750.00 

02/2014 - 
04/2014     

$6,750.00/month 
(3 months 

$20,250.00 $4195.75/month $12,587.25 

05/2014 $6750.00/month 
(1 month) 

$6750.00 $6173.19/month $6173.19 

06/2014-
08/2018 

$6750.00/Month 
(51 months) 

$351,000.0 $6750.00/month $344,250.00 

TOTAL for 60 month term $405,000.00 $369,761.16 
  
The lease with JBC expired on September 1, 2018.  The JPOIG continued to occupy the 
space for 3 additional months at the same monthly rent until December 2018.  In total, the 
JPOIG occupied space at 5401 Jefferson Highway from September 1, 2013 through 
December 31, 2018, or 64 months, at a total cost of $396,760.44.10 
 

3. Improvements to 5401 Jefferson Highway 
 
Parish President Yenni complains that the JPOIG renovated 5401 Jefferson Hwy at a cost 
of $138,615, and “the costs of these renovations would be spread over a base rent amount 
and paid off over the lifetime of the lease.”  He further complains that the JPOIG spent 
$13,122.24 and $3,285.00 on installation of carpeting and flooring and sound masking 
system, “bringing the renovation total to $155,022.24. 
 
I cannot or do not dispute the costs identified by Parish President Yenni.  However, the 
conclusion he draws is factually inaccurate. The Parish President presents the costs paid 
by the JBC in a manner that connotes that something “unusual” or perhaps “untoward” 
occurred. The truth is that the actual funds expended by the JPOIG represent a very good 
value for the space.  
 

a. Build-Out Costs 
 
Before signing a lease with JBC, building management related that it was their intention 
to transition the property at 5401 Jefferson Highway, which had served largely as a large 
financial processing facility, to professional office space. The building had not previously 
been built-out with separate professional offices and conference spaces and was largely 
open floor space. The JBC offered and provided newly built-out space at 5401 Jefferson 
Highway at $19.50/square foot. Based upon responses to Solicitations and Requests for 
Proposals, the market rate per square foot for as-is/minimal improvement was $19.50 per 
square foot. Thus, newly renovated space for $19.50 per square foot was lower than 
market rate for comparable space. 
 

                                                            
10 Attachment #5, Jefferson Parish Financial System, lease payments from 9/2013 through 7/2019. 
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According to a document attached to Parish President Yenni’s complaint, the JBC spent 
$138,615.000 to improve its property.  The total amount spent by JBC to improve its 
property for occupancy by the JPOIG was not disclosed to me and is of questionable 
import to the value received by the JPOIG.  In its response to the Request for Proposal, 
JBC estimated that it would spend $100,000 to improve the property for professional 
office space.  
 
I agreed to lease space at 5401 Jefferson Highway because $19.50/square foot was fair 
market value for as-is/minimally improved space.  I was able to lease newly built out 
space for the same price. 
 

b. Carpet Installation 
 
Parish President Yenni is correct that the JPOIG improved property at 5401 Jefferson 
Highway by incurring the cost for flooring and carpet.  The flooring and carpet were 
procured through the Jefferson Parish Purchasing Department from a state contract at a 
cost of $13,122.24.  If carpet improvements are added to total lease payments made by 
the JPOIG, the JPOIG paid $382,888.40 to occupy space that was anticipated to cost 
$405,000.  Again this equated to a per square foot cost of over the term of the lease.   
 
The JPOIG saved $20,111.60 over the term of the lease from the original lease terms.  
 

c. Sound Masking System 
 
Parish President Yenni is also correct that the JPOIG procured a sound masking system 
that helps ensure confidential communications at a cost of $3,285.00.  However, he 
incorrectly represents that the sound masking system was left as an improvement to 5401 
Jefferson Highway.  The sound masking system is Parish property procured by the 
JPOIG, and the JPOIG uses the original sound masking system it in its new office space 
at 990 Corporate Drive. 
 

4. Former JPSO District 1 Building, Hessmer Avenue 
 

Parish President Yenni also complains that the JPOIG moved to 990 N. Corporate Drive 
even though I had been informed that the former Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office 
building on “Hessmer Avenue was available and would be suitable for [our] needs” and 
that the decision to move was made “after meeting with the Director of General Services, 
Anthony Francis, on or about August 30, 2018 to discuss the use of Parish-owned 
property at no expense to the OIG.”  
 
The lease with JBC for space at 5401 Jefferson Highway expired September 1, 2018.  
Over the term of the lease, the JBC looked as if it were transitioning toward professional 
space. However and after five years, there were fewer professional offices, and the JBC 
was increasingly renting to movie crews.  Because of the presence of food trucks, 
production sets in common areas, and other issues, I began assessing whether moving to 
new office space was viable and within budget for the JPOIG. Additionally, we had now 
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been in operation for over 5 years and understood better how this specific office could 
function best.  
 
Like the vacant Parish building purchased for an animal shelter, I learned of the Parish 
building on Hessmer Aveue when I started communicating a potential need for relocating 
the JPOIG from 5401 Jefferson Highway.  I initially learned of the Hessmer Avenue 
building during a conversation with Sheriff Newell Normand. The Hessmer Avenue 
building was currently occupied by the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office (JPSO) District 
1. At the time, Sheriff Normand explained that construction on a new District 1 building, 
which would also be located on Hessmer Avenue, had just broken ground. Sherriff 
Normand indicated that the new JPSO offices would not be complete for some time.  
 
In May of 2018, I heard a public announcement that the JPSO intended to move into their 
new District 1 facility in the near future.  This is the new JPSO District 1 building:  

Below is the former JPSO District 1 building which is owned by the Parish. The building 
is situated among residential apartment buildings on Hessmer Avenue.  In fact, I was told 
by the JPSO staff that was present during my tour that is was converted apartments which 
is clear from the rear of the facility. 
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After learning of the relocation of JPSO District 1 to its new building. I contacted Sheriff 
Lopinto to discuss the former District 1 building on Hessmer Avenue.  I also contacted 
Councilwoman VanVrancken regarding the space as it resided in Council District 5. 
Councilwoman VanVrancken told me that she needed to check with the JPSO and find 
out whether the JPSO had a continued need for the space. Councilwoman VanVrancken 
later confirmed to me that the JPSO did not intend to use the space and that I should 
consider it. There was no discussion with the Councilwoman regarding the building being 
provided as “free space”, indeed is was simply about whether there were plans for the 
building or not.  
 
In the weeks following I worked to schedule an appointment with the JPSO staff working 
out of the building.  Finally securing a tour in July of 2018 and in preparation, I contacted 
the Director of General Services, Anthony Francis, to accompany me and assess the 
facility.  I toured the building with Mr. Francis. We discussed the condition of the 
building and its current configuration.  I believe we both understood that regardless of 
whether the JPOIG determined the facility to be suitable that repairs and build out to 
suitable space would be an extensive undertaking. Mr. Francis never communicated to 
me that the space, building maintenance, needed repairs or improvements would be 
provided to the JPOIG by the Parish at no cost to the JPOIG. Indeed, I think we both 
understood that there would necessarily be a substantial cost to the JPOIG for renovation 
and some sort of cost allocation made for property management.   
 
After assessing the property and location, I concluded that relocating the JPOIG to the 
Hessmer Avenue building was neither fiscally nor operationally realistic.    
 
Reality is somewhat different than the connotation created in Parish President Yenni 
complaint which includes an email chain that chronologically begins with the following 
email: 
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This email would leave the reader of the complaint to reasonably assume that Director 
Francis sought the meeting. The inaccuracy of the assertion is demonstrated by the 
following email sent to Mr. Francis after I had made arrangements for the tour.11  
   

 
 
Simply put, Parish President Yenni attempts to demonstrate that against all reason I set 
out to spend money regardless of viable alternatives. In reality, the only person that 
sought Parish alternatives prior to moving from 5401 Jefferson Hwy was the JPOIG. 
Further, that the JPOIG pursued the only alternative for a period of time and sought the 
involvement of General Services in order to make a better assessment. Ultimately, that 
assessment demonstrated to me that the facility was not adequate and other opportunities 
were pursued.   
 

5. JPOIG Move to 990 N. Corporate Drive  
Parish President Yenni also complains that “even though the OIG is welcome to use any 
Parish-owned building,” the JPOIG moved to 990 N. Corporate and signed a seven year 
lease.  
 
In assessing whether moving the JPOIG was fiscally or operationally realistic, I contacted 
Mr. Reisig of SRSA again for available office space in Jefferson Parish and market rates 
per square foot.  Mr. Reisig provided me a survey of available properties in Jefferson 
Parish.12 
 
Based upon survey results, a Request for Proposal process was initiated to obtain 
competitive bids for office space in the Jefferson business area.13  As a result of the 
Request for Proposal process, responses were received and two buildings were identified: 
(1) 990 N. Corporate Drive and (2) 800 West Commerce Road.  
 
I toured the properties and considered each of the proposals based upon location, 
suitability of available office space, terms and cost.  After assessing the properties, I 
entered into negotiations with 990 North Corporate Drive, LLC for space at 990 N. 
Corporate Drive.  I reached agreed upon terms for 5,192 square feet of professional office 

                                                            
11 Attachment #6, Email Fr David McClintock to Anthony Francis dated 07/06/2018. 
12 Attachment #7, Jefferson Parish Office Space Survey, 06/18/2018. 
13 Attachment #8, Request for Proposal dated 07/20/2018. 
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space at $19.01 per square foot for seven years. The move to 990 N. Corporate provided 
the following benefits:  
 

 Professional, elevated office space at $19.01 per square, as opposed to 
$19.50 per square foot for 5401 Jefferson Highway.  

 Separately secured, professional office space for the Ethics & Compliance 
Commission (ECC); and  

 Shared conference room for JPOIG and ECC. 

 
Parish President Yenni complains that 
“again Mr. McClintock opted to 
renovate this rental property with the 
costs of renovation incorporated into 
his lease payments.  This time, the 
renovations costs $137,747.42…”  
 
Again the Parish President fails to 
understand, or chooses to ignore, that 
the value basis is determined by actual 
cost to the JPOIG and how that cost 
equates to market rates. The total 
amount spent by 990 North Corporate Drive, LLC to improve its property was not 
discussed or disclosed to me. The owners agreed to deliver space per specifications 
outlined in Request for Proposal. Not dissimilar to 5401 Jefferson Highway, 990 N. 
Corporate was in transition and under new ownership.  Under the terms of the lease, the 
property was accepted “as-is,” turn-key.  
 
Parish President Yenni’s representation that the JPOIG paid for renovations to the 
property is a gross misrepresentation of the term of the lease and wholly without support. 
 
At my request, Mr. Reisig provided the “Office Market rental rates in Elmwood area,” 
and specifically 990 N. Corporate Drive.14 
 

 
At $19.01/square foot, lease space was secured for the JPOIG and ECC at 990 N. 
Corporate Drive at or below market rates.  
 
 
 
 

                                                            
14 Attachment #9, Letter fr Steven R. Reisig, SRSA, to David McClintock, dated 08/28/2019. 
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6. Lease Term of Seven (7) Years  
 
Finally, Parish President Yenni complains that the JPOIG signed a seven year lease 
which expires on December 31, 2026, “long after the millage which funds the Inspector 
General’s office is set to expire in 2021.”  While appearing before the ECC, Parish 
President Yenni publically complained that the millage revenue which funds the 
inspector general will expire before the lease.  Parish President Yenni complained that the 
Parish may be responsible for nearly $400,000 in liability if the millage for the inspector 
general is not renewed.  
 
As was communicated to Parish President Yenni during the ECC meeting, the Parish will 
not be responsible for lease payments if the millage is not renewed because a clause was 
included to ensure that continuation was conditioned upon available funding.  The 
pertinent portions of the lease reads: 
 

ARTICLE 31 FUND AVAILABILITY 
The continuation of this Agreement is contingent upon the appropriation 
of funds to fulfill the requirements of this Agreement.  If the funding is 
reduced or eliminated such that the effect is to provide insufficient monies 
for the continuation of this Agreement, the Agreement shall terminate on 
the last day of the fiscal year for which funds were appropriated.15  

 
Perhaps subsequent to the revelation that a proper funding clause was incorporated in the 
lease, Parish President Yenni now pivots to complain that by signing a seven year lease 
that I assume I will be reappointed. It is the obligation of any official, especially those 
overseeing independent functions, to plan for transition. Thus, it is true that I worked to 
secure suitable, professional leased space for JPOIG and ECC operations at a competitive 
rate for a term which would ensure stability for both entities regardless of who the 
Inspector General will be.   
 

7.  Additional Considerations 
 

In addition to the above, I ask the ECC to consider the below facts and circumstances 
which I believe are bear upon certain representations made by Parish President Yenni in 
his complaint.  

a. “Parish-owned property at no expense to the OIG” 
 
Parish President Yenni represents that Director of General Services Anthony Francis 
discussed with me the “use of a Parish-owned property at no expense to the OIG’” prior 
to the JPOIG occupying space at 5401 Jefferson Highway.   
 
Mr. Francis never discussed with me the use of any Parish building at “no expense to the 
OIG.”  No expense to the OIG suggests that the Parish was willing to absorb any costs 
associated with occupying space in a Parish building.  If this was ever the Parish’s intent, 
it was not communicated to me.  Since arriving in Jefferson Parish, I learned that costs 

                                                            
15 A copy of the lease is attached to Parish President Yenni’s complaint, dated 08/21/2019. 
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associated with occupying space in a Parish building is subject to cost allocation, 
absorbed by the department or a combination of both depending upon revenue sources. 
Costs associated with occupying space in the Yenni building and the General 
Government building is part of the Parish’s cost allocation plan. Pertinent portions of the 
MGT Consulting Group Full Cost Allocation Plan is attached.16 The cost allocated for 
occupying space in the Yenni building and General Government building is based upon 
square footage and includes costs of property management and depreciation. According 
to the MGT cost allocation, budgets for departments occupying space in these building 
are absorbing the following costs per square foot: 
 

Parish Ofc Bldgs MGT Sq ft Depreciation Property Management $ $ per sq ft 
Yenni  164,706 sq ft $507,908 $3,160,826 $22.27
General Govt. 85,908 sq ft $509,205 $2,029,602 $29.55

  
Departments occupying space in Yenni or General Government buildings are charged by 
the Parish per square foot either $22.27 or $29.55.  The JPOIG occupies comparable 
space in a near building for a cost of $19.01. 
 
The MGT Full Cost Allocation plan also allocates costs to departments for internal 
services based upon criteria other than square feet.  These cost is reflected in budgets in 
addition to the cost of occupying space in the Yenni or General Government building.  
 
Also recall that in 2013, the budget I received anticipated costs of $60,000 per year for 
office space occupied by the JPOIG and ECC. If the Parish ever intended to provide 
office space to the JPOIG for free, it was not reflected in the budget prepared by the 
Budget Director before I arrived in Jefferson Parish. 
 
The facts contained in Parish President Yenni’s complaint and the context in which the 
facts are given appear to reflect a lack of understanding by the Parish President of the 
Parish’s cost allocation plan to ensure that it can adequately maintain its facility.  It is 
abundantly clear that no space is free.  
 

b. JPOIG Was Not Offered Professional Office Space 
 
Parish President Yenni also represents that “the OIG is welcome to use any Parish-
owned building.” (emphasis added)  He specifically identifies the Hessmer Avenue 
property, a converted four-plex apartment building situated in a residential neighborhood, 
as being “suitable” office space for the JPOIG. The JPOIG is not welcome to use “any” 
Parish owned building because by ordinance the JPOIG cannot be located in the Yenni 
building or the General Government.   
 
The JPOIG did at one time identify another Parish building, 834 South Clearview 
Parkway, which offered professional space comparable to those departments who occupy 
space in the Yenni building and the General Government building.  In fact, I inquired 

                                                            
16 Attachment #10, MGT Full Cost Allocation Plan, pertinent parts. 
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about the time it was being acquired in 2013, but I was told that the building would be 
occupied by the East bank Consolidated Fire District and Environmental Affairs.17 
 
In 2013, 39,478 square feet of professional office space was acquired when the East Bank 
Consolidated Special Service Fire Protection District (EBFD) purchased 834 South 
Clearview Parkway.18  The building is blocks from the Yenni building.  The acquisition 
was made by the East Bank Consolidated Special Service Fire Protection District of 
Jefferson Parish with 3.6MM of millage revenue dedicated to the service district. I 
understand that the building was improved and renovated entirely by the service district 
with service district funds.  Subsequently, the EBFD maintains the building through 
service contracts, and its budget incurs the cost.   
 

At the time, EBFD occupied offices in the Yenni building.  When I asked about available 
square footage in the 834 Clearview building for the JPOIG, I was informed that 
Environmental Affairs had been promised the available space.  At the time, 
Environmental Affairs had offices in the Rheem, 4901 Jefferson Highway. A building 
near the intersection of Jefferson Highway and Clearview. 
 
834 South Clearview Parkway is the only other Parish property which offers office space 
comparable to Yenni building and General Government.  Nothing prohibited the JPOIG 
from occupying space at the newly acquired building at 834 South Clearview Parkway. I 
was not included in any conversation about who would occupy the space not needed by 
the EBFD or the discussion of making the space available to Environmental Affairs or the 
reasoning behind Environmental Affairs needing better office space than the space being 
provided at the Rheem building.  
 
According to the Jefferson Parish budget, Environmental Affairs is budgeted to incur 
costs under line item 7442, Buildings, to $120,000 for year 2018 and $100,000 for year 
2019 related to its occupancy at 834 South Clearview Parkway. Budget line item 7442, 
Buildings, is the same line item under which the JPOIG carries costs incurred related to 
its commercial lease. 
 

                                                            
17 Attachment #11, 834 South Clearview Pkw Listing. 
18 Attachment #12, 834 South Clearview Pkwy Act of Sale dated 11/6/2013. 
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While I understand the acquisition of 834 South Clearview was a EBFD funded process it 
is understood that Parish Administration and Council involvement existed for such a 
move to be authorized and for Environmental to orchestrate their move into the facility. It 
is equally as clear that the entire process of was conducted with no consideration given to 
the needs or restrictions placed on the JPOIG for space. 
 

c. Lessons Learned 
 
After six years of operation, through two Administrations, changes in Councilmembers 
and four Parish Attorneys, the one thing that has become abundantly clear: the JPOIG 
cannot operate efficiently, effectively and independently without being centrally located 
and in space independent of Parish control.  These last six years of experience in the 
Parish has demonstrated that the JPOIG’s operations require a space which is secure and 
safe for complainants, to include Parish employees.  Equally importantly, JPOIG 
operations necessitate a space safe from the inappropriate influence of certain Parish 
officials and from which the JPOIG can conduct business confidentially.  Therefore, it is 
my opinion that in the current environment, the JPOIG should not occupy space in a 
Parish owned building irrespective of Parish President Yenni’s complaint or any merit 
associated with it.  
 
I have, over these last six years, also encountered opposition to cooperation with the 
efforts of this office based upon the JPOIG’s location.  Specifically, senior and mid-level 
Parish officials have used the location of our offices as a reason or excuse for not 
cooperating.  While I did not foresee this as a real risk, I ultimately came to understand 
the importance of the JPOIG’s offices being located central to Parish Administrative 
functions.   
 
Finally, I am confident that I engaged in a prudent and appropriate means for assuring 
that the JPOIG obtained professional space at a good value for the citizens of Jefferson 
Parish.  I am confident that we have been good stewards of the public’s dollar, and 
secured suitable space, in a central location for a good value.  In the process of 
responding to Parish President Yenni’s complaint, I came to the realization that the leased 
space occupied by the JPOIG is not only a good value but likely a better value than had 
the JPOIG been permitted to occupy space in Yenni or General Government building.  
 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
David McClintock 
Inspector General 
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